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Abstract:

MNepiAnyn

H A€En «owwmr» xpnaotuorole(tal oe oAAanAd nedia Kat pe dlapopeTikolg Tpdmoug. QoTtdéco, eival pia wiaitepn
gvvola egattiag Tou evvoloAoyLlkoU TG oplou, TOU MEPLEXOPEVOU TNG KAl TNG onpaciag tng. H (dwa A£gn pmopel va
onuaivel pia dtagopeTikr} katdotaon, onwg: cuvaiveon, ermpBeBaiwon, cuppLBacudg, popog, anodoxn, unotayn,
K.d.

NASYyw TNG MEPLIMAOKATNTAG TNG EVVOLAG, N «OLwT» 8a oculntnBel and Pta oNUACLOAOYLIKA-TIPAYHATOAOYLKY Aoy,
ME KPLTNPLO TNV avBpwrivn cupnepupopd. Meplkeg armo Tig eppnveieg g owrmig 8a dleukpLvloToUv MApaKATwW:

* n A&EN «owwrmi» elval €va ouolaoTikd, aAAd Kal pla £vtovn cupneplpopd Tou Tapatnpeeitat yeta&l twv
atéuwy TNV Kabnuepwvr {wn

e ii. N A&EN «owri» omndvia TpogEpeTal g €ubeia oupthia amd €vav amd Toug CUVOULANTEG, aAAd
Xpnotyorole(tal cuxvd o< pLa avagpepdpevn odtiia

la rnapadetyua, orov eubu Adyo: A: lNou nag; B: (owwmm)
A: Xe pwtnoa 1ou nag. ©a pou anavinoelg? Ze uueco Aoyo:
O A pwtnoe tov B mou nryatve aAAd dev Tou andvinoe.

¢ H owwmm wg katdotaon 1§ katdotaon nepthayBdvel Ta guvatodrjpata Kat Tig oTdoeLg TwV aTOPwY, OMNwg 0
@oBog Kkat n cuvaiveon.

The word silence is used in multiple fields and in different ways. However, it is a special concept because of its
conceptual burden, its context and its meaning. The same word can denote a different situation, such as:
consent, confirmation, compromise, fear, acceptance, submission.

Because of how complicated concept is, silence will be discussed from a semantic-pragmatic view, with
considerations to human behavior. Some of its interpretations will be clarified below:

e the word ‘silence’ is a noun but also a strong behavior that is seen among individuals in everyday life

¢ the word silence is rarely uttered in direct speech by one of the interlocutors, but it's often used in a reported
speech. For example, in direct speech: A: Where are you going? A: | asked you where are you going. Will
you answer me? In indirect speech: A asked B where he was going but he didn’t answer to her.

e silence as a state or condition includes individuals’ emotions and attitudes, such as fear and consentment.

Etymology:

silence (noun) - from Latin ‘silentium’ = being silent; present participle of ‘silere’ = be quiet or siill
[www.etymonline.com] It could also mean:
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e muteness, state of being silent
* absence of sound
¢ being silent (English Dictionary, 2002).

Silence.

https://twitter.com/silence_guelph

As it already has been mentioned, silence is a concept with multiple dimensions and meanings. For this reason,
there is often a confusion of the term or its interpretation, depending on the whole context and the given situation.
Silence is often translated as consent and acceptance (The Yale Law Journal, 1920, pp. 441-444), as it is considered

that if something is not explicitly stated, it can be misinterpreted, while it can be considered unreliable or
invalid.

In the light of the concept of Otherness, silence is seen as a sign of condescension and an attempt for
acceptance and integration, where in order to be accepted, one must not speak and not react. So, silence is the
mean to achieve assimilation and integration, showing who has the right to have a voice and who hasn’t. For
example, a person who is different from the majority (e.g., comes from another country), tends to be silent so as to go
unnoticed and not provoke the reaction of many, in order to fit in and integrate (Rasool & Makuve, 2022).

Communication strategies:

In the field of Criminology, silence is related to the non-reporting of crimes to the official prosecuting authorities
and to the subsequent cover up of the phenomenon, without always examining thedirect relationship between
silence, fear and trauma (Farsedakis, 2005, pp. 153-154).

Victims are scared and traumatized and
they don’t want to talk about their victimization
in order to protect themselves, physically and
emotionally. In this condition, ‘silence’ is the
word that is used to interpret an individual’s
behaviour when they have been
questioned/interrogated and do not provide a
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Hreply as a result of their emotions such as fear.

o

https://www.lifo.gr/now/greece/o-16hronos-gkrafitas-tis-athinas-zografizei-
gia-tin-endooikogeneiaki-bia

This form of silence affects not only the individual, but society as a whole - on one hand, the society will never know
the real crime rate and won'’t be able to protect itself and, on the other hand, the state won’t be able to design an
effective anti-crime policy to protect society as a whole.

So silence is linked to the erroneous image of crime because of the fear of victims reporting crime and action.
Especially in cases of domestic violence and sexual crimes, victims remain silent not by choice, but due to the
existence of socio-cultural factors, as well as by fear and by the fact that often authorities do not believe or protect
them. The result: crimes remain silent too.

In addition to it, silence is quite often identified withacceptance and submission. In many cases, minority groups
may nhot react to the hostile behaviors and attitudes they face (usually associated with racism and discriminatory
attitudes as a whole) in order not to provoke or being targeted (Bernburg, 2009, pp. 187-207). At the core of this logic
lies the individual's desire to integrate into the social environment, not to be marginalized and to be accepted.

All the above mentioned cases show that silence is a site where power relationships manifest - or hide. The
socially, economically or politically strong is the one who expresses and imposes his/her voice, while the socially,
economically or politically weak is called to be silent and accept the word of those who have the power in order to
avoid negative consequences. In this case, silence translates as submission and retreat and is directly related to
the feeling of fear. (Chanez, 2005, pp. 11-14).

Another context in which silence manifest
unequal power relations is the working
environment. People do not express their
disagreement about it or about their working
conditions because they are afraid of being
fired. Thus, they accept their condition, thus
giving the impression that they agree with it.

https://www.integrityline.com/expertise/blog/10-reasons-why-employees-do-not-
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Subversion:

Silence has often been the object of inspiration and creation in the context of the arts. Songs, poems, paintings,
entire art exhibitions have based their creation and are inspired by silence. By transformingsilence into a work of
art, the creators have attempted to express their concern about this condition in order to call on individuals to break it.

In the following poem, the Greek poet Nikiforos Vrettakos talks about the power of silence and sustains that the
possibility of its dissolution would mean a huge change with disturbing consequences.

It seems that silence has enormous energy in repression that, if released, overturns all the facts.

XOPIKO (1961) — NIKH®OPOZX
BPETTAKOZX (Original text in Greek)

Yndpyouve AUTeG Tou kavelg Oev TLG
E€peL.

Ynidpxouve Bdbn mou dev T' aviyxveuel
o ALoG.

‘Opn owwnng reptBdAAouv ta XelAn.

Kat owwrouv dAot ot pdptupeg. Ta
pdTia O€ A€ve.

Aev unidpyouve okAAeQ TOOO PEYdAEQ
va KaTtePel kavelg wg ekel Tou
Tapddetal Tou avBpwriou o Tuprvag.

Av piholoe n owwrti, av puoolae, av
E€omaye - 6a Eepilwvav 6Aa ta
O€vTpa ToU KOGOU.

This is an abstract from Aziz Nesin’s poem “Be Silent”

AZIZ NESIN - BE SILENT (2017)

... This way you will be consistent with my plans

With my dreams

| retain my tongue amidst tears and cries

Because | fear that there will come a moment

Where | won'’t be able to take it anymore

| will burst out

CHORIKO (1961) — NIKIFOROS
VRETTAKOS (Translation into
English)

There are regrets that no one knows.

There are depths that the sun cannot
detect.

Mountains of silence surround the lips.

And all the witnesses are silent. The
eyes do not speak.

There are no stairs so great to descend
to where the core of man is shaken.

If silence would spealk, if it would blow,
if it would burst forth - it would uproot
all the trees of the world.
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| won’t be afraid

| will hope

And every minute
| will fill my throat

With one syllable

One whisper

One stutter

One howl

Which will tell me:

SPEAK!

In the case of the poem "Be Silent" by the Turkish writer Aziz Nesin, it seems that the person is nurtured in silence,
so that s/he does not react, s/he will learn to accept and won’t stand out.

However, reading the poem to the end, the tension peaks reaching redemption: the destruction of silence and
liberation through expression and speech becomes a source, an inner need of the individual. Speak!

Last but not least, the phrase ‘break the silence’ is very often used. This phrase and the words that make it up are
not accidental. In this expression, the use of the verb ‘to break’ definessilence as a solid physical barrier that is
being constructed and that needs to be broken in order to vindicate the right to make one’s voice heard.

Discussion:

From the the above discussion, it is understood that 'silence’ is a quite multi-polar and multi-dimensional concept
and questions constantly arise around its meanings.

¢ How is silence defined?

Is it a choice, a need or a compulsion?

¢ How can a person express her/himself when s/he is silent?
Are you silent? When, in which occasions, are you silent?

¢ Why are you silent?

e What you think, when you hear the phrase 'break the silence'?

References/Further Readings:

e Bernburg, J. G. (2009). Labeling Theory in Handbook on Crime and Deviance, New York: Springer

page5/6



iO\W/ ormer A Contextualized Dictionary to Problematize Otherness

WORDS

e Chanez, V. (2005). Silence Speaks: The Language of Internalized Oppression and Privilege inCommunity
Based Research, Towson: Metropolitan Universities

¢ English Dictionary (2002). edited by George A. Magazis, Athens: Efstathiadis Group

e Farsedakis, I. (2005). Elements of criminology. Athens: Nomiki Vivliothiki

¢ Nesin, A. (2017). Be Silent, don'’t talk (Recites Marieta Rialdi).
Youtube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm8fe1EammY Website,
https://antiworldnews.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/aziz-nesin-be-silent/

¢ Rasool, J, Makuve, C. (2022). “You can’t even talk English, so don’t talk!” How linguistic racism impacts
immigrants in the UK. The
Conversation. https://theconversation.com/you-cant-even-talk-english-so-dont-talk-how-linguistic-racism-
impacts-immigrants-in-the-uk-182173 , accessed on October 26,2022.

e The Yale Law Journal (1920), Vol. 29, No. 4 (02/1920), The Yale Law Journal Company, Inc.

¢ Vrettakos, N. Poems 1933-1991 - from the collection The depth of the world (1961), Athens: Tria Filla

* Website Online Etymology Dictionary: https://www.etymonline.com/word/silence , accessed on October
26,2022

¢ Website AntiWorldNews: https://antiworldnews.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/aziz-nesin-be-silent/ , accessed
on October 26,2022

¢ Youtube, “The road of silence”, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WddeXlgHYnA

Avagopeg/Mepaltepw HEAETN:

¢ Bernburg Jon Gunnar (2009), Labeling Theory oto Handbook on Crime and Deviance, N€a Yépkn: Springer

e Chanez Vivian (2005), Silence Speaks: The Language of Internalized Oppression and Privilege in Community
Based Research, Towson: Metropolitan Universities

e English Dictionary (2002), edited by George A. Magazis, Athens: Efstathiadis Group

e Oapoeddkng ldkwpog (2005), Xtowxeia eykAnuatohoyiag, ABriva: Noptkr) BiBALobrikn

¢ Nesin, A. (2017). Be Silent, don'’t talk (Recites Marieta Rialdi).
Youtube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm8fe1 EammY

¢ Rasool, J, Makuve, C. (2022). “You can’t even talk English, so don’t talk!” How linguistic racism impacts
immigrants in the UK. The
Conversation. https://theconversation.com/you-cant-even-talk-english-so-dont-talk-how-linguistic-racism-
impacts-immigrants-in-the-uk-182173 , npoomieAdotnke otLg 26 OkTtwPpiou 2022.

¢ The Yale Law Journal (1920), Vol. 29, No. 4 (02/1920), The Yale Law Journal Company, Inc.

¢ Bpettdkog Nikngopog, Mowrjuata 1933-1991 - and tnv cuAloynr To BdBog tou kéouou (1961), ABriva: Tpia
®UAa

¢ lotooeA{da Online Etymology Dictionary: https://www.etymonline.com/word/silence, mpoomeAdoTnKE OTIG 26
Oktwfpiou 2022

¢ |oTooeA(da
AntiWorldNews: _hiips:/antiworldnews.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/aziz-nesin-be-silent/ , mpoomeAdoTNKE
oTLg 26 Oktwppiou 2022

¢ Youtube, “O dromos tis siopis”. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wdd6XIgHYnA

How to cite this entry: Peponi, A. (2022). Silence. In Other Words. A Contextualized Dictionary to Problematize
Otherness. Published: 05 November 2022. [https://www.iowdictionary.org/word/silence, accessed: 16 June 2026]

page 6/6


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm8fe1EammY
https://antiworldnews.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/aziz-nesin-be-silent/
https://theconversation.com/you-cant-even-talk-english-so-dont-talk-how-linguistic-racism-impacts-immigrants-in-the-uk-182173
https://theconversation.com/you-cant-even-talk-english-so-dont-talk-how-linguistic-racism-impacts-immigrants-in-the-uk-182173
https://www.etymonline.com/word/silence
https://antiworldnews.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/aziz-nesin-be-silent/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wdd6XIqHYnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sm8fe1EammY
https://theconversation.com/you-cant-even-talk-english-so-dont-talk-how-linguistic-racism-impacts-immigrants-in-the-uk-182173
https://theconversation.com/you-cant-even-talk-english-so-dont-talk-how-linguistic-racism-impacts-immigrants-in-the-uk-182173
https://www.etymonline.com/word/silence,
https://antiworldnews.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/aziz-nesin-be-silent/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wdd6XIqHYnA
http://www.tcpdf.org

