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Abstract:

Etymology:

It is certainly a derivative of 'land' [terra], initially indicating a heap of dirt resoultimg from ploughing, which was
probably later used as a name for farmers to the point of even becoming a surname, such as in 'Terrizzi' (in the South
of Italy) and in "Terreno' (in the North of ltaly). Over time the word seems to have lost, at least in the Northern area of
Italy, this meaning (heap of dirt) to mean 'someone who works the land'.

As the term 'terrone’ was traditionally conceived by people who live in the Northern part of Italy to taunt primarily the
people who work on the land in the South, in Southern Italy this word is not attested in use.

Two hypotheses can be supported:

e the word was used to indicate peasants without a negative connotation, therefore used to define primarily
emigrants from the South as agricultural workers;

e from the 20th century the term 'terrone’ began to be used in the regions of Northern Italy with particular
reference to Southern emigrants looking for work. The term spread in the large urban centers of Northern
Italy with often highly derogatory and negative connotations and therefore the name would originate as an
offense aimed at those who adopted less sophisticated behaviors considered typical of peasants.

Cultural specificity:
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Communication strategies:

Social media
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Toto e Peppino e la malafemmina [Toto, Peppino and the
malafemmina] (Italy 1956; dir: Camillo Mastrocinque). The
two brothers Antonio and Peppino Capone, landowners,
Southerners and peasants, must 'call to order' the nephe
Gianni who, in Milan, is pursuing a degree in
Medicine. Gianni is young and is in love with Marisa, a
show dancer. In fact, he left Naples to follow her in Milan,
In a very iconic scene Totd and Peppino arrive in Milan
wearing winter clothes as if they were heading for an Artic|
expedition, and they address a policeman to ask him some|
info in an invented northern language.

https://corrieredelmezzogiorno.corriere.it/napoli/arte_e_cult

ura/cards/gli-emigranti-dieci-film/toto-peppino-fredda-
milano.shtml

Rocco e i suoi fratelli [Rocco and his brothers] (ltaly 1960;
GOFFREDO LOMBARDO dir: Luchino Visconti). A masterpiece of the ltalian

prederta

uh film di neorealism depicts the tragic destiny of a Southern family
. LUCHINO VISCONTI that moves to Milan in search of better job opportunities.
4 Together with the rejection and the difficulties of integration
they have to face, the rivalry between the two brothers
Rocco and Simone, both in love with a prostitute, gives rise
to tragic consequences.

https://cinemando.blog/tag/luchino-visconti/

Quo Vado (Italy 2016; dir: Gennaro Nunziante). The film is about a man obsessed with having a permanent job.
When, due to a public administration reform, Checco Zalone, the main character, and many other public employees
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risk losing their jobs, the protagonist will do everything to maintain his comfortable position and thoughless life-style.
Checco is in his 40s, the typical mamma's boy who enjoys his status of dependency and irresponsibility. Yet, he will
finally enlarge his views on life and take up responsibilities thanks to the encounter with a young activist.

This is racism - CIAO TERRONI (ltaly 2018; dir: Francesco Imperato) is a short film designed to remind the prejudices
to which people from Southern ltaly were subject. The protagonist, a man from Veneto (North-East of Italy) who is
proudly tied to his land, heaps an invective against all those who came from Southern Italy, denigrating their economic
and social condition, mocking their physical conformation and claiming that they tighten "alliances with gypsies". Yet,
his words are also a bitter reflection on how things have changed when the 'new immigrants' (the Blacks) arrived, and
how they suddenly "made us all ltalians". This short video is thus a provocative reminder of how racism reproduces
itself, though adopting different forms and targeting different groupsl

Belli Ciao [Bye, beauties] (ltaly 2022 dir: Gennaro Nunziante). The film is focused on Pio and Amadeo, two
inseparable friends until the day of Maturity [the exam that, in Italy, concludes the high school years]. Such exam
marks the fatal decision that many young people of the South of Italy have to face, that is to decide whether to stay in
their home village or migrate to the North. Pio leaves for Milan, while Amedeo remains in Puglia. Life will make them
rencounter after many years: Pio, now an apparently successful manager, and Amedeo a sanitary ware shop keeper.
Yet, things are very different from their appearance, and after a series of adventures ther two friends reconcile.

—

Subversion:

The examples below reveal two opposite ways of reappropriating the stereotypes and the stigma connected with the
word terrone through different acts of

Songs with terrone

+ Tre terroni a Miano Three terroniin Milar] by FSK o Greg Wilen
T eron a Miar,checos i fao? G cosa i o 7 (s foron i Wi, what ey o hre? Wha
e BT [P e e P
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The terroni are here represented on a cross following the
typical Catholic iconography of the crucifixion. The image
clearly points out to martyrdom, while the text suggests
that the only form of empowerment for the terroni is
through illegal activities - mainly, drug dealing.

e |l terrone va di moda [The terrone is trendy] by il Pagante
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¢ |s there a group of people in your country who feels 'superior' to other social groups?

Does the stereotype rely on a geographical divide?

How is this group stereotyped as 'other'?

Has this group managed to reappropriate the stereotypes?

Could you think of any example of strategic self-othering? Under which circumustances and for which reasons
do you think that individuals or groups do that?

=

JIWww, .com/watch?v= R8RIp4

Discussion:

References/Further Readings:
Films:

¢ Belli Ciao [Bye, beauties], Italy 2022. Dir: Gennaro Nunziante. Starring: Rosa Diletta, Amedeo Grieco, Pio
D'Antini.

¢ Quo Vado, ltaly 2016. Dir: Gennaro Nunziante. Starring: Checco Zalone, Eleonora Giovanardi, Sonia
Bergamasco, Lino Banfi.

* Rocco e i suoi fratelli[Rocco and his brothers], Italy 1960. Dir: Luchino Visconti. Starring: Alain Delon, Renayo
Salvatori, Annie Girardot, Claudia Cardinale.

e This is racism - CIAO TERRONI, Italy 2018. Dir: Francesco Imperato.

e Toto e Peppino e la malafemmina [Toto, Peppino and the malafemminal, Italy 1956. Dir: Camillo
Mastrocinque. Starring: Toto, Peppino De Filippo, Marisa Floria, Teddy Reno.

Songs:

e |l terrone va di moda [The terrone is trendy], 2018, by il Pagante.
https://www. .com/watch?v= R8RIp4

page 6/7


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G658GR8Rlp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEtp8qpvcec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G658GR8Rlp4
https://youtu.be/UvGTamjbCqA?si=xUtZ4fS9dgRfC0x0

OTHER
WORDS

- N A Contextualized Dictionary to Problematize Otherness
iO\l/ y

How to cite this entry: Class 3C - Liceo Volta, Turin, ltaly. (2024). Terrone. In Other Words. A Contextualized
Dictionary to Problematize Otherness. Published: 07 June 2024. [https://www.iowdictionary.org/word/terrone,

accessed: 11 July 2026]

page7/7


http://www.tcpdf.org

